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Colonial Avenue 

Baptist Church 

 
Our Mission 

 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the 

world 
 

Our Vision 
 

To Know Christ personally, 
Grow with Christ intimately,  
and Show Christ passionately  

APRIL 
2018 

Fierce and Transforming Joy 
John 6:16-21  

          Some of you remember a television program from the  
sixties called “Candid Camera.” They would place a hidden 
camera and then make weird things happen to watch  
unsuspecting people respond, or as they put it, “to catch people 
in the act of being human.” The results were often hilarious and 
revealing of human nature.  

In “The Miracles at Hand” Frederick Buechner remembers 
the time they set up the camera in an ordinary lunchroom-      
ordinary, except for the yellow flower on the table. A guy would 
sit down to eat his lunch, take a sip from his coffee, set it back 
down where the waiter had set it. Suddenly the flower would 
arch over from its vase and start inhaling his drink! You couldn’t 
help but notice that! But do you know what most people did? 
Most people looked around to see if anybody else had noticed, 
then got up and moved to another table where they could act as 
if nothing had happened.  

That’s what most of us do. We yearn for more, we pray 
for better lives, we think we want to see the miracles of God’s 
healing. But confronted with the miracle of life every day and the 
invitation of Christ in the abundance he offers if only we will    
follow and trust, most of us get up and move to another table 
because we are too afraid.  
Writes Buechner: 
So either we get up and move away somewhere, anywhere, as 
though we had never seen this greatest of all miracles. Or we 
kiss the flower that bows its head to us, embrace the bright wind 
that seeks to fill our sails, open our arms, open our lives, to the 
deepest miracle of reality itself and call it by its proper name, 
which is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, or call it by any name 
we want, or call it nothing, but live our lives open to the fierce 
and transforming joy of it. 

“Fierce and transforming joy….” Jesus comes among us 
inviting us to the miracle of a life lived before God. He is the one 
who changes everything, who rises from the dead, who walks 
on water, who surprises us beyond our wildest dreams, and 
pushes us to be more. He is the One “who by the power at work 
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we 
can ask or imagine” (Eph 3:20). Will you give it up and follow 
him? Do you dare? What are you afraid of? The Word of God 
for the people of God. Thanks be to God! 
 



Your Place in Service 
Infants/Toddlers 

Nancy Vest 
                         

Deacon Greeters  
Martha Crockett 

 
Sunday Unlock Schedule 

  April      1           Tim Thornhill  
             April      8                Pete Rickman  
             April    15                Craig McCown 
             April    22                Mary Shirley 
             April    29       Mitzi Hartwell 
 

  Media Ministry 
John Pruitt/Taylor Shirley 

2018 Budget Giving             $    37,533.58 
 
**Monthly Giving needed to meet monthly expenses:            
$  18,070.00 
                            February Giving Breakdown: 
February Giving (Budget):            $    18,043.23 
Colonial Pres. Payment (Budget):           $       
Amazon/Kroger Rewards (Budget):           $            9.22 
Benevolence:              $          
Missions:              $          
Global Missions:             $            
Memorial:              $          
 
   
      2018 Total Budget Giving Breakdown: 
 
Jan. Budget:    $    19,481.13 
Feb. Budget:    $    18,052.45 
March Budget:   $    
April Budget:   $    
May Budget:   $    
June Budget:             $    
July Budget:   $    
Aug. Budget:   $    
Sept. Budget:   $    
Oct. Budget:   $     
Nov. Budget:   $     
Dec. Budget:    $    

Finances for 2018 

 Our Church 

 Ric & Melissa’s friend, recovering from sever motorcycle 
accident 

 Sandra Britt-recovering at home 

 Dody Matze (our former church musician) and family, in the 
passing of her husband, Bill. 

 Jeanne Duddy’s friend, Sheila Thompson, at home  
      recovering from gall bladder surgery  

 Debbie Agee’s brother, Teddy Page, has been moved to 
Berkshire for rehab after blood clots in leg and abdomen 

 Cindy Martin, daughter of Rita Richardson, for Neuro  
      endocrine carcinoid tumors in her stomach 

 Annamary Emick-recovering at home 
 

Prayer Concerns 

Remember our homebound and those in nursing homes 

Betty Brown  
Madaline Brown (Friendship South)  

Lois Burge                                                        
Jane Byrum (The “Oaks”) 
Carol Camp  
Becky Erdmann 
Freda Guill 
Bill Linkenhoker 
Dody Matze  

Christine Martin (Burkeville, VA) 
Yvonne and Jim Metz  
Nadine Minnix   
Shirley Moore (Brandon Oaks) 
Betty Obenchain  
Louise Parris   
Evelyn Ragland (Elm Park)                                             
Ruby Whitehead (The Glebe) 
 

Know, Grow, and Show–Feb. 2018 

                  Feb. 4      Feb. 11     Feb. 18     Feb. 25 
Sunday School           -  49      53          49          
Worship                      -  68      68          70 
Bible Study          -                -      12          14       

 

 

Financial Gifts to CABC 

If you would like to make contributions to the church 
online, either through scheduled giving or one-time 
 donations, visit: www.cabc.us/donations to learn more. 
 
There are other ways you can give, just by shopping for 
things you are already buying! Link your Kroger card to 
our church, and Kroger automatically sends us a check 
each quarter based on how much our linked members 
spend.  If you need help signing up, please let the 
church office know. We will be happy to help you! 
 
Also, Amazon gives us a donation based on the amount 
spent by those enrolled.  For help signing up with  
Amazon.com rewards, see our website 
www.cabc.us/donations 

From Finance: Donations welcome 
We had a need for new office equipment that was not 
budgeted for in this year’s budget. The church’s 10 year old 
laptop, used by Pastor Melissa, had to be  replaced. The 
funds were taken from the church equity line, but we would 
welcome donations to offset the cost. 

Maundy Thursday Dinner & Worship, March 29, 
6:00 pm:  Join us in the fellowship hall as we 
enjoy a meal together and then move to the     
sanctuary for worship as we remember  Jesus' last 

meal with his disciples & the new commandment to love 
that he gave them at that time.  We will share communion 
during this service.  

Special Times of Worship 

Good Friday Worship, March 30, 7:00 pm 
at Colonial Presbyterian Church:  This is a time 
of quiet reflection on Christ's love and sacrifice for 
us.  

SonRise Service, Easter Sunday, April 1, 7:00 
am:  Join us as we gather in the early morning to 
celebrate the  resurrection!  A light breakfast will be 
served following the service.  

Easter Worship, Sunday, April 1, 10:30 am:  
We will join together to celebrate the Resurrection 
through Scripture, music, prayer, and more.  

Children’s Ministry 

Missions 

April Birthdays 

   Happy Birthday CABC Family!  
        April Birthdays 
 
Mitzi Hartwell        April   2 
Liz Parker        April   5 
Blake Bailey        April   6 
Don Obenchain        April   7 
Jack Rowland        April   7 
Michael Krawchison          April   8  
Myrtle Lockard        April   9 
Tracy Shirley-McCown      April   9 
Craig McCown         April 16 
Reagan Rhodes        April 19 
Mary Durrer        April 26 
Alex Coleman        April 27 
Jena Willis        April 27 
Dabney Ward        April 28 
Sylvia Shortt        April 29 

Youth Ministry 

 Stay tuned. As the New Year has begun, so will  
planning for our Spring Yard Sale.  That is, once the 
weather warms up a bit.   Our garage is already full of 
treasures to sort! 

Current Sunday School Studies 

Faithkeepers:           “Looking to Jesus/Jesus Teaches  
   and Heals” 
 

Friendship Class:         “Book of Gospel of John” 
 

Men’s Class:             “God is Faithful/ How To Fight  
   Injustice” 
 

New Beginnings:          “Looking to Jesus/Jesus Teaches 
   and Heals” 

Pastor’s Class:             “Headline News” 
 

Sunshine Class:            “God is Faithful/ How To Fight  
   Injustice ” 
 

Youth:              “Where Pain Meets Progress/ 
   Restored” 
 

Children:             “13 Cool Stories and Why Jesus  
   Taught Them” 

Woman’s Gathering– May 19th 

 Join us for dinner and discipleship on Sundays at 
5:00 pm during our April study of “Modern Fami-
lies.” It should only take a quick look around to real-
ize there are no perfect families (not even in the Bi-
ble) but that doesn’t stop us from worrying about our 
families’ quirks, flaws, and shortcomings. In this 4-
week series, we’ll be challenged to give our families 
grace, seek resolution to our conflicts, trust God 
through difficult transitions, and to treat more friends 
like family.  

Dessert Auction-Thank You! 

 The Missions Committee invites you to join us on  
Saturday May 12th from noon until 3 pm to help 
Feeding America unload and sort donated food from 
mail trucks at the downtown postal center. We are  
looking to see how much interest there is in this so 
please reply to the office or to anyone on the missions 
committee so we can get an idea how many might be 
coming. Thank you! 

 Our next PBJ Academy will be on Friday, April 20,   
6-8 pm. Children in grades 1-5 are invited to join 
us as we learn “Basic Tools Skills.” You may register 
at:  http://www.cabc.us/pbj-kids-academy.html or by 
calling:  774-2084.  We also need many adult      
volunteers for this activity, both as crew leaders 
who supervise the children and station leaders, who 
will be helping the children learn skills with hand and 
power tools. If you can help with this, please let  
Pastor Melissa know as soon as possible by    
emailing melissa@cabc.us or calling 797-3830. We 
also need to borrow the following tools for the 
evening (we hope to have 8 stations set up, so 
we will need at least 8 of each tool, and more of the 
hand tools): chop saws, drills (battery or electric 
are fine), screwdrivers, hammers, rags, sand       
paper, electric sanders, measuring tapes, safety 
glasses, and polyurethane (if you have some left 
from a project).  

 It’s time to register for children in grades 3-5 to     
register for Passport Kids Camp! This year, we will 
be at Eagle Eyrie (a camp outside of Lynchburg), 
June 20-23.  Our theme this year is “Enough,” 
based on 2 Corinthians 12: 9 (He said to me, “My 
grace is enough for you because power is made  
perfect in weakness.”)  Children will enjoy worship, 
Bible study, recreation, and missions projects. Your 
$75 payment is due by April 22.   

Thank you to everyone that attended and helped with 
our last Woman’s Gathering!  We had 18 in attendance 
and am looking forward to our next one next month!  
Mark your calendars for May 19th from 10 am-12 pm, 
when we welcome Cindy Elmore from the Virginia    
Baptist Foundation.  She is coming to talk to us about 
wills, trusts, and making sure your affairs are in order.  
Please join us for this educational opportunity and bring 
your friends!   

Thank you to everyone that came to support our    
dessert auction this year!  We raised $838 to help 
send our kids to camp.  A special thank you to those 
who donated their time and desserts to help make it a 
great success!  Of course an extra-special thank you 
goes to our auctioneer, AG Melson, who makes it so 
entertaining!  

 It's time to sign up for Passport Missions Camp! 
This year, we'll be at Averett University, June 24-
29. Your payment of $75 is due Apr. 22. Along with 
worship, Bible study, and recreation, we’ll spend 
each afternoon doing mission projects around  

      Danville. For more information, see the website at 
      www.passportcamps.org or talk with Melissa!  

http://www.colonialpres.org/
http://www.cabc.us/pbj-kids-academy.html
mailto:melissa@cabc.us
http://www.passportcamps.org

