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One of our members who is receiving our written worship service was reminded by our Easter meditation 
of this poem by Susan Coolidge, which we felt was very appropriate for this Easter season. 
 

Calvary and Easter 
 

A song of sunshine through the rain, Of Spring across the snow;  
A balm to heal the hurts of pain, A peace surpassing woe.  

 

Lift up your heads, ye sorrowing ones, And be ye glad of heart,  
For Calvary and Easter Day, Earth's saddest day and gladdest day,  

Were just three days apart!  
 

With shudder of despair and loss The world's deep heart was wrung,  
As, lifted high upon His cross, The Lord of Glory hung—  

 

When rocks were rent, and ghostly forms Stole forth in street and mart;  
But Calvary and Easter Day, Earth's blackest day and whitest day,  

Were just three days apart. 
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Dear church family, 
 

     It has been seven long weeks since we have been able to gather in our 
church building to worship, study, or serve. While I can't yet give you answers 
about when we will be able to gather again, or what it will look like when we do, I 
can tell you that Colonial Avenue Baptist Church is continuing to be the church, 
even while we can't be together physically. In this “Good News” newsletter, you 
will read about debts being paid off, roof repairs being done so that our  
sanctuary is ready for us when we can return, service to those in need, and so 
many ways that we are about God's business during this time. While we continue 
to pray for all those affected by COVID-19, especially those who are ill, those 
who have lost loved ones, those exhausted from essential jobs, and those who 
are devastated economically, we also want to celebrate the good things we see  
happening around us. We are learning new ways to share God's love, and some 
of those will help us be a better church when we can gather again. 
 

 We are reaching people online that have not been in our church building for 
many years (if ever). The church website has been updated to give a central 
location for all information and has had more visitors than usual. Inspirational 
and informational posts are being put on the Church facebook page. We are  
recording a worship service each week that is posted on YouTube, the church 
website, and our Facebook page. We have a watch party on Facebook at 10:30 
on Sundays so anyone who likes can watch together. It has been a wonderful 
way for us to connect, and it's been especially nice to have people sending in 
videos and picture to include so we can see each other's faces! 
 

 We have also been mailing a written worship service each week to our 
members who don't worship with us online. We have received several notes and 
phone calls of appreciation for this resource. One member waits until 10:30 each 
Sunday to read through the service and plays a CD of Bill's music so that she 
can worship with us in spirit. 
 

 We have joined with Colonial Presbyterian Church to put out a “PBJ Kids 
Story Time” video each Tuesday & Thursday that includes a family devotion. 
 

 Our youth started out meeting once weekly, but the youth asked for more 
time together, so we now gather online on Thursday and Sunday nights for Bible 
study and fellowship and also talk through the week on a group chat.   

 Our Wednesday night Bible study has moved online. Some members join us 
by phone and other are able to do video conferencing with Zoom. In May & June, 
we will be journeying with Jesus and the early church as we study Luke and Acts 
(and hopefully, by the time time the study ends, we will be meeting in person!)   

 Church council and deacons have been faithfully carrying out their  
responsibilities during this time, even having two online meetings to make sure 
all our committees are able to do their work. 
 

 Our deacons & staff have been calling families to check in and connect.  Just 
because we are physically distant, doesn't mean we have to be isolated from one 
another. 
 

 Many of you have been able to continue giving your offerings to the church, 
and we so appreciate that faithfulness. For the two months of the pandemic, we 
have more than met our expenses!   

     I've also been able to help lead panel discussions of ministry during this  
pandemic and beyond for both the Virginia Baptist Mission Board & Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship of Virginia and have learned much from the rest of the panel 
members while sharing what we have learned.  
 

     If we had more space, I could list so many more ways that I know you are  
being the church – helping neighbors, sending cards, showing love by staying 
home. I am so proud to be part of this church family! I love and miss you, and 
while I, like you, long for the time we can gather again, please know that until 
then, God is with you and for you. 
  
 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Melissa Scott 



Total Budget Income through April  $    55,494.02 
 
 

Jan. Budget:    $   12,345.39 
Feb. Budget:    $   14,719.24 
March Budget:   $   14,303.67 
April Budget:   $   14,125.72 
 
     

Finances for 2020 

 All those affected by COVID-19 

 Those battling cancer, including Debbie Agee’s nephew, Patrick Shaw;  Ric Scott’s cousin, Alison Ziegelmeir 

 Joyce Short’s Uncle, Ed Williams, with heart problems as a result of cancer treatment 

 Those who are homebound or in retirement and nursing homes: Betty Brown, Madaline Brown, Lois Burge, Jane Byrum, 
Carol Camp, Mary Durrer, Becky Erdmann, Evelyn Hutcherson, Dody Matze, Yvonne Metz, Nadine Minnix, Shirley 
Moore, Betty Obenchain, Bill & Liz Parker, Louise Parris, Evelyn Ragland, Nancy Smith 

 Ryan and Sara Gibson (Vicki Wray is a friend to their aunt). This family has multiple needs for prayer, including medical 
issues & job loss, and are expecting their third child, who will be born with Downs Syndrome 

 Margaret Jones’ grandson, Blake Graham, in the hospital 

 Vicki Wray’s cousin, Carol Tate, who is suffering from Alzheimer's and has been diagnosed with CoVid19 

Prayer Concerns 

Jessica Pruitt May    3 
Perry Mills May  12 
Christine Martin May  18 
Olen Doyle May  21 
Josh Vest May  21 
Sam McCown  June   1 
Michael Agee  June   3 
Sally Crawford June   8 

May & June Birthdays 

Jim Allman June 11 
Tim Emick June 13 
Jean Grady June 14 
Dwight Holland June 16 
Emily Trout June 22 
T.J. Emick June 26 
Tamra Sloan June 26 
Briana Nix June 29 

     As discussed and voted on at our July and October 2019 business meetings, the two houses owned by the 
church have been sold. We received $149,876 after paying for the survey and incidental costs. We have also  
received $10,917 from Church Mutual, our insurance company, for wind damage to our sanctuary roof.  
 

     At the October 13, 2019 business meeting, the church voted that the monies raised by the sale of the houses 
be used as recommended by church staff and appropriate committee(s) and approved by the church, exclusive of 
normal operational expenses. Earlier, in the July 28 business meeting, the recommendation was made and 
approved to use some of the funds from the sale of the houses to replace the sanctuary roof and pay off our equity 
line. 
 

     Normally, we would provide updates at a business meeting on the use of these funds as described above. 
However, since we are unable to gather for a meeting at this time, and since using the funds to pay off our equity 
line and replace the roof of the sanctuary was approved in July, we are moving ahead with those two things. 
Thank you for your understanding and flexibility during these strange times! 
 

     After carefully reviewing proposals from three companies, the properties committee recommends using Cenvar  
Roofing as contractor to replace the sanctuary roof. They have a good reputation and excellent ratings from local  
clients. The roof material will be Owens-Corning Duration architectural shingles with a 50 year warranty.  
 

The cost for the expenditures will be: 

 
 

     As approved in the October 13 business meeting, any further expenditures from the “House Account” will be  
recommended by church staff and appropriate committee(s) and approved by the church in a business meeting.  
 

    If you have any questions about this, please contact Bob Crawford or any member of the Properties Committee. 
 

--Properties Committee 

Amt. in House Acct. $160,793 (Includes money from 
insurance) 

Replace Sanctuary Roof -19,379   

Pay off Equity Line -20,340   

Amt. Remaining in House 
Acct. 

$121,074   

Letter to the Congregation from the Properties Committee 

 

The Missions Committee is very excited to announce our participation with a non-profit organization called 
CarePortal.  CarePortal is a national Christian non profit organization that connects  participating area  
churches to needs in the local community. The requests that we are seeing on the Care Portal site are for 
items such as beds, bedding, clothes and shoes for children just to name a few.  As we have worked through 
this learning process, we now more clearly understand that this is much bigger than a Mission Committee 
project. There are opportunities for everyone in the church to help others whether it be donating an item or 
helping to deliver items. We will be sharing more about CarePortal opportunities in the future. 
 

Check out a picture of our very own Pastor Melissa Scott & A.G. Melson, as they delivered some window air 
conditioning units, that were purchased through the combined efforts of several churches, to a family in need:   

 

 At Work: 
putting 

feet  
to our 
faith 

 

Our Missions Committee has also been hard at work organizing our church to send notes, cards, and other 
forms of encouragement to local nursing homes.  This is an ongoing project for all of us.  So far we have  
focused on Springtree Nursing/Rehabilitation Center and Friendship South Rehabilitation Center.  Children 
are also encourage to color pictures, make cards, and other items of encouragements.  Check out this  
picture of some items that Karen Viele’s children created & dropped off at Friendship South recently: 
 

One of the residents at Friendship South is the mother of Karen’s neighbor & friend, Amy.  On a regular call, 
Amy’s mother told her all about a local church dropping off 
items for them.  She told her how they got to pick and that she  
was torn between one of the rocks that had a cross on it,  
but that she choose one that was red with a heart on it  
because she liked it so much.  This is what it is all about- 
how these little items of encouragement mean so much in this 
time.  Please help us continue this movement to bring joy to 
these residents, as we are continuing to focus on Friendship 
South for the time being.  You can mail cards and notes to: 
 

Friendship South 
Activities Department 
5647 Starkey Rd 
Roanoke, VA 24018 
 

**No stamps, no problem-drop notes in the letter box on the 
wall outside the church entrance and we will take care of getting them to the residents.  
 

Through Missions, we were also able to help a family that has been affected by job loss, is expecting their 
3rd baby, who will be born with down syndrome, and has struggled with other health issues.  Please read the  
following note from the family: 
“Thank you all very much for your generosity and compassion.  We are so blessed that God touched your 
hearts enough to respond to our needs outside of your own congregation.  Thank you all very much for  
hearing our need and acting so quickly.  May God bless you all, Ryan & Sara” 

On a Mission 
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