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At the Cross
At the cross where I first saw the Lord, my cares all washed away
It was there by faith I first saw the light and felt free...
Free from life's pressures
Free from life's worries
Free from sin with new forgiveness
Free to live
At the cross they shamed him, my Lord
They mocked Him; they nailed Him and pierced His side
They bet on His clothes, full of His blood where they had beat Him
The crown of thorns pierced His head, blood running down
At the cross, on which He hung, His mother cried; women wailed
The earth began to tremble, tremble, tremble
Then with a tired voice my Lord said, “Forgive them” and “It is finished”
At the cross, a loud voice was heard saying “This is my Son”
The heavens opened
The earth stood still
My Lord had died For all – all of them and all of us
From the cross, they took Him, took Him to a borrowed cave
They laid Him there, covered Him with his birth gifts, covered Him in linen
Then the soldiers rolled a rock at the entrance of the cave
Three days my Lord laid there
In the dark, alone, without God, separated from all
BUT...on the third day, my Lord arose victorious over death
He arose and beat death
He arose and beat cruelty and defeated sin
He arose for us all
Do you want to meet my Lord?
Look, listen, seek, and you will find Him
He arose and is on the right side of God
They are together again – waiting to see us
Wanting to accept us
Wanting to forgive us
Are you ready to meet our Lord?

by Joyce Short
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New Creations
So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived
(2 Corinthians 5:17) Happy Easter! Resurrection Sunday may be just one
day, but the season of Easter lasts 50 days on the chur ch calendar .
Lent, the season leading up to Easter, is a 40 day time of repentance and reflection, but Easter is an even longer season, one in which we focus on the
new life that Christ brings. I love this reminder that, though the night might
be long, the joy that Christ promises will outlast it. Even nature seems to
revel in this time. All around us, there are signs of new life. God's creation
has put on a beautiful show this year, as the browns and whites of winter
have turned to brilliant yellows and pinks. Everything is getting greener,
and the world is waking up, ready to grow.
I hope you will continue during this month to celebrate Easter. Here are
some ideas to get you started:
 Grow Something: Easter coincides with springtime, a perfect time to see
a seed become a plant and a plant become a flower. If you have space,
experiment with different kinds of seeds and watch them grow. If you
don't have space or time, or it's too hard physically to plant outside, put a
plant indoors where you can be reminded of new life.
 Make something old become something new: Can you create something
new out of something old? What can you re-use in a new way? You can
also make something old become new again by buying something
secondhand. The idea that something that was old can have new life is a
way to practice resurrection.
 Share Memories: Sharing memories of the people we love who have
died doesn’t bring them back to life again, but it does help us to keep
their memory alive. This is a way to practice resurrection. Whose life
made a difference to you? Tell their story and practice resurrection.
This month, we move from Easter to Pentecost, when we celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the Church. I am excited to
see what the Holy Spirit brings to each of us, and to our church, in this new
season. As more people have gotten vaccines and COVID numbers have
decreased in our area, life has opened back up a bit more. In our own
church, we are singing in worship again (with masks and distancing) and
Sunday School has resumed. We are planning summer Bible studies,
mission weeks, and children and youth camps. Although we know the
pandemic is still with us in many ways, it feels good to begin to take steps
toward whatever our new way of life as a church will be! Like the disciples,
we may feel a little uneasy about the new work the Spirit will do in and
through us, but I know that if we faithfully follow, God will lead us to
connect with Him, with each other, and with our community in new ways
that will help the kingdom of God to grow, right here in Roanoke.
Blessings,
Pastor Melissa

Finances for 2021

May & June Birthdays

Total Budget Income for 2021:

$

44,284.38

Jan. Budget:
Feb. Budget:
March Budget:
April Budget:
May Budget:
June Budget:
July Budget:
August Budget:
September Budget:
October Budget:
November Budget:
December Budget:

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

12,087.16
8,603.34
12,904.60
10,686.41

Jessica Pruitt
Olen Doyle
Josh Vest
Sam McCown
Michael Agee
Sally Crawford
Tim Emick

May 3
May 21
May 21
June 1
June 3
June 8
June 13

Jean Grady
Dwight Holland
Emily Trout
T. J. Emick
Tamra Sloan
Briana Nix

Stimulus money: ours to spend as we’d like... or is it?
June 14
June 16
June 22
June 26
June 26
June 29

Kroger Rewards Thank You!
● Thank you to everyone that is enrolled in our Kroger reward
programs! We received a check for last quarter for $338.58!
Great job everyone! If you aren’t enrolled in this program, that
raises money for the church (at no cost to you), please contact
the church for information on how to get started.

Prayer Concerns
● Those affected by COVID-19
● Those who are homebound or in retirement and nursing homes: Betty Brown, Madaline Brown, Lois Burge, Jane Byrum, Olen
Doyle, Mary Durrer, Freda Guill, Evelyn Hutcherson, Dody Matze, Yvonne Metz, Nadine Minnix, Shirley Moore, Betty
Obenchain, Bill & Liz Parker, Louise Parris, Evelyn Ragland, Katie Wood
● Those with cancer including Carrie Caldwell (Gerri Mills’ friend), Barbara Kern, Richard Rader
● Paula, daughter of Reatha Linkenhoker
● Buck Conner
● Doug Heptinstall
● Dalton Burgess
● Betty Heptinstall’s brother
● Jeanne Duddy’s friend, Susan
● Donna Kester’s cousin, who has complications following treatment for bladder cancer
● Bob Padfield, Clayton Padfield’s father, who has been diagnosed with cancer in his lungs, and for all his family as they work
with the doctors to determine the right course of action
● Betty Shelton, Christy Knott’s mother, on a ventilator in ICU with complications from COPD

Bible Study
● Join us on Wednesdays for Bible study! During May, we will be studying John’s letters (1, 2, and 3 John). You may

join us in person in the fellowship hall (where we will be masked and socially distanced) or on Zoom. Here’s the link to
join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/702795705.

Soon, you’ll likely see a little something extra in your bank account: a third “stimulus payment” from the federal
government. Many people are hurting financially because of the pandemic, layoffs, and other hardships. Others have
been fortunate enough to keep a job and a regular paycheck. In that case, the stimulus money is ours to spend as
we’d like. Or is it?
As God’s people, we are called to be wise stewards of everything He provides—including our time, our talents, our
homes, and our financial resources. And yes, that includes our stimulus checks. So, how can we be excellent
stewards in this moment? Here are some basic biblical principles to consider as you think about the resources God
has entrusted to you.
1. Remember that your relationship with money is not a numbers issue, it’s a heart issue. Money is
mentioned about 140 times in the Bible (depending on your translation). Why? Because God knows that “wherever
our treasure is, our heart is there also” (Matthew 6:21). When it comes to giving and spending, do you want to
find out whether your heart is aligned with things of God or the things of the world? Take a look at your bank account.
2. Think like a steward (because you are). All we see in this world and everything we currently or will ever have
belongs to God. Psalm 24:1 makes that crystal clear: “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” Because God
owns everything, anything that passes through our hands is a resource He entrusts us to steward. As God’s resource
managers, we must rely on His Word and the biblical counsel of other trusted believers as we consider what to do
with all He provides, whether it’s a stimulus check, our time, or our abilities. Fortunately, Scripture provides some
great answers (keep reading).
3. Steward your house and your household of faith. Many of us know exactly what we’re going to do with our
stimulus check: provide for the basic needs of our family. It’s biblical (1 Timothy 5:8), and the Lord promises to give
us the wisdom and other resources we need to serve and love those He has placed under our leadership and care
(Philippians 4:19). Another part of God’s plan is for believers to contribute our time, our talents, and our treasure
to His body (1 Corinthians 12:27). Being part of a local body of believers is God’s provision to His people so that we
may encourage one another (Hebrews 10:25) and make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). As stewards, we are called
to build one another up (Ephesians 4:11-12) and meet the needs of God’s people in and through His church.
4. Increase your standard of giving. God didn’t entrust us with resources so we could buy more stuff. He calls
each of us to “look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:4). As followers
of Christ, we’re called to care for those in need (Proverbs 3:27), not out or reluctance or compulsion (2 Corinthians
9:7), but out of the overflow of gratitude for all He has provided. As Randy Alcorn said, “Giving is the only antidote
to materialism. How do you break the back of the false idol of materialism, the false god we're so susceptible to? By
giving, because when you give, you're saying ‘Money isn't my god.’”
5. Don’t go it alone! Give to trusted partners and talk about it in community. Proverbs 15:22 says “Without
counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed.” That truth not only applies to our business and personal
plans, but to our approach to giving as well. Invite other trusted believers into your conversations about giving.
“How Do I Steward My Stimulus Check?”. https://www.watermark.org/ . Mar 15, 2021

Book Study

Passport Camps 2021

● Colonial Presbyterian Church has invited us to join them in a study of the book, Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart

● Our children and youth are making plans to attend Passport Camps this summer, with COVID-safety practices in
place. Children will be attending camp at Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center (outside Lynchburg), June 16-19, &
our youth will be attending camp at Furman University in Greenville, SC, July 19-24. Please contact Pastor Melissa
if you have any questions or concerns about camp.

for Racial Reconciliation, written by Latasha Morrison. The study will be on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm, beginning May 4,
and will be a hybrid study; you may join in person at the picnic pavilion at Colonial Presbyterian, or by Zoom.

Sunday School & Congregational Singing Has Returned!
● As more members of our community are vaccinated against COVID-19, we are slowly resuming some of our church

activities. We have resumed Sunday School classes from 9:30-10:15, as well as congregational singing during
worship. As we resume Sunday School, please continue to observe our safety precautions of wearing masks while in
the building and of staying at a distance of 6 feet. For now, we will have children and youth classes, as well as three
adult classes: the Friendship & Sunshine Classes will meet in their classrooms and the Faithkeepers Class will meet in
the fellowship hall. Those who have attended other classes in the past are welcome to join any of these three classes.

Missions
● Mission Trip: The Missions Committee would like to invite you to join us for our 2021 Mission Trip during

the week of June 20th. Please join us in helping & encouraging folks right here in the Roanoke Valley! Watch for more
information in our May church bulletins & emails.
● It’s peanut butter & jelly time...Missions is collecting peanut butter & jelly for Keystone for the month of May.
They have asked that these items be in plastic. A donation box is in the foyer at the church. We hope you will take
part in this collection.

Celebrating Easter...
While Holy Week & Easter were different than they have been in
past years, we still had a wonderful celebration of God’s love
shown through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. We joined
with Colonial Presbyterian Church for online Maundy Thursday
& Good Friday services. On Holy Saturday, our youth visited the
homes of our children and hid Easter eggs. Along with candy,
there were symbols that went along with the Easter story we
included in their treat bags, so that they could hear the true
meaning of Easter. Our youth Easter Bible study focused on
Jesus, Risen and Revealed. On Easter Sunday, we joyfully
re-started two important parts of our church life: in-person Sunday
School and congregational singing! As we continue in the season
of Easter, may the joy of the Resurrection fill our hearts!

