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This Advent Season
The Advent season is almost upon us. Advent has always been my
favorite season in our liturgical calendar, but this year, I find myself
drawn to it even more than usual. Perhaps this is because Advent
marks the beginning of a new year in the Christian calendar. Like
many of you, I am ready to turn the page on this year! But even
more than getting away from what has been a challenging year in so
may ways, I am excited by the prospect that Advent always brings a
new beginning. This year, Advent also marks the beginning of a new
relationship between us, as you have called me to be your pastor. I
am so grateful for the more than 20 years of relationship I have with
the family of Colonial Avenue Baptist Church and for the trust you
have placed in me as we move together into this new chapter of the
life of our church. This week at our business meeting, we discussed a
budget for 2021 that includes gifts to missions, both locally and
globally, as well as increased funding for discipleship, worship, family
ministries, and outreach to our community. I am thankful for the
ways in which you have continued to support the church so that we
can be who God has called us to be, a light to the world. We have
much to look forward to as we join in the work God is doing
in our church and our community!
Our Advent worship will focus on the hope, peace, joy, and love that
can come only through Christ. We know that, despite the joy that
Christ brings, the holiday season can be a hard one for many people
because of grief and isolation. This year, it may be hard for many
more of us because it will look so different. We want to honor that by
having a special “Longest Night” service that acknowledges our grief
and offers comfort. It will be a pre-recorded service that will premiere
on our Facebook page at 7:00 p.m. on December 21, so that those
who wish to gather online to worship together may do so, and then
will be posted to our website and Youtube. Our Christmas Eve service
will look a little different this year, because of COVID-19 safety
precautions, but we will still gather in the sanctuary to celebrate the
coming of our Savior. That tension between the familiar and the
different seems somehow appropriate during Advent, when we
recognize that Christ has come but the kingdom of God is still
coming.
Advent is not just a time of beginnings, but also a time of reflection,
expectation, and hope. We celebrate that Christ came as an infant,
that Christ is always coming into the world and our lives, even now,
and that Christ will come again. Advent is the season when we
remember why Christ came by reflecting on what is broken in us and
our world and recognizing why God became flesh and dwelt among
us to restore the world to wholeness. Henri Nouwen writes “The Lord
is coming, always coming. When you have ears to hear and eyes to
see, you will recognize him at any moment of your life. Life is Advent;
life is recognizing the coming of the Lord.” My prayer for us this
Advent season is that we will indeed recognize the many ways the
Lord is coming, not just in the future, but here and now.
Blessings,
Pastor Melissa

Finances for 2020

December Birthdays

Total Budget Income through October $ 132,052.96

Jan. Budget:
$ 12,345.39
Feb. Budget:
$ 14,719.24
March Budget:
$ 14,303.67
April Budget:
$ 14,125.72
May Budget:
$ 12,760.38
June Budget:
$ 15,765.95
July Budget:
$ 12,319.12
August Budget:
$ 14,149.71
September Budget:
$ 13,014.06
October Budget:
$ 8,549.72
(an additional $3,320 came in Oct., but didn't post
until Nov.)

Camryn Durrer
Kaitlyn Dillon
Tucker Coleman
Elizabeth Jenkins
Nancy Burgess
Jennifer Minnix
Kris Willis
Betty Brown
Cindy Poff
Brittany Knott
Reatha Linkenhoker
Brennon Viele
Alyssa Viele

December 1
December 1
December 9
December 9
December 13
December 15
December 17
December 19
December 20
December 24
December 30
December 31
December 31

Prayer Concerns
● Those affected by COVID-19, including Shirley Moore’s son, Steven Crockett, Betty Payne, and Kaitlyn Dillon
● Those who are homebound or in retirement and nursing homes: Betty Brown, Madaline Brown, Lois Burge, Jane Byrum, Mary
Durrer, Freda Guill, Evelyn Hutcherson, Yvonne Metz, Nadine Minnix, Shirley Moore, Betty Obenchain, Bill & Liz Parker, Louise
Parris, Evelyn Ragland
● Those with cancer including Carrie Caldwell (Gerri Mills’ friend), Alison Ziegelmeir (Ric Scott’s cousin), Barbara Kern, Randy
Feazell (Paula Dull’s cousin), Olen Doyle
● Paula, daughter of Reatha Linkenhoker, with untreatable cardiac issues
● Dalton Burgess
● Terry Allinder’s friend, Denise, struggling with pain and anxiety after her second leg amputation
● Sandra Britt
● Buck Conner
● Doug Heptinstall
● Karen Viele’s stepmom, Sandra Jones, as she is recovering from intensive bile duct surgery
● Richard Rader, recovering from kidney surgery

Sunday School Returns...
 We are pleased to announce our plan on the return of Sunday School starting January 3rd. We are preparing to

offer a joint adult class in the Fellowship Hall (masked and distanced), as well as the Friendship Class, the Sunshine
Class, Children, and Youth classes. Classes will begin at 9:30 am.

Bible Study
● Join us for our Bible study on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. We are meeting in person in the fellowship hall (masked and

distanced) or by Zoom ( https://us02web.zoom.us/j/702795705 ). Rev. Steven Harris is leading us in a study of the
Lord’s Prayer. This study will last through December 2nd.

CABC Christmas Card box not available this year
 Please note that, in light of COVID & fewer people attending as a result, the CABC Christmas card box won’t be

available this year. We encourage you to send cards through the mail, if you are able to. Thank you for your
understanding.

Poinsettia Orders
 If you would like to purchase one or more poinsettias to be placed in the sanctuary in honor or memory of loved ones,

please fill out the order form on the table in the foyer under the Welcome Board and place form & payment (marked)
in the offering plate or place in the box outside the church office. The cost is $8 per poinsettia, due by Dec. 6th.

CABC Has a New Pastor!
We are excited to welcome our own Rev. Melissa Scott in her new role as Senior Pastor at CABC! Pastor Melissa was
overwhelmingly confirmed at the November 8 business meeting. She needs no introduction for those of you attending
CABC for any length of time. Over the last twenty-one years she has demonstrated her love for our church, along with
her many leadership and ministry skills. We look forward to joining Pastor Melissa in her vision for our church to
transform our world with the love of Christ.
~CABC Pastor Search Committee

Keystone Holiday Boxes
The Missions Committee is collecting non-perishable food donations for Keystone Community Center. The center
distributes boxes for Christmas. Christmas donations are due by Dec. 6. Our contribution will be combined with
donations from other local churches. A list of items that will go in each box is below. Shopping lists for you to take
with you can be found on the table in the foyer, where you may also leave your donations.
Instant potatoes (26.2 oz)
1 lb. box of sugar
Boxed macaroni & cheese
Small bottle cooking oil
Small plastic jar of jelly
Brownie mix
Canned corn
Small jar peanut butter
Toilet Paper
Canned green beans
Small bag dried pinto beans
Washcloth
Evaporated milk
Gravy mix packet
Soap (Bar and hand soap)
Cereal
Canned soup
Shampoo
Pancake mix (just add water)
Saltine crackers
Dishwashing liquid
Pancake syrup
Jell-O
Deodorant

Angel Tree Ministry
The Missions Committee has begun working on the annual Angel Tree ministry. As you may know, Angel Tree is a
ministry that provides Christmas gifts to children with an incarcerated parent. Caregivers are contacted (thank you,
Jim Rhodes), Gifts are purchased (with the help of the youth), wrapped and given an Angel tree tag with a note
from the parent to the child, and delivered to the custodial family. These families are so happy to receive these
presents for the children that might otherwise not get gifts If you would like to participate in this ministry, we would
love to have your help! Assistance is needed in any (or all) of the following:
 Donate funds ( for us to purchase gifts). You can place a check in the offering plate or mail a donation to the
church. Please note that the donation is for “Angel Tree.
 This year, we have set up a wish list at: https://bit.ly/cabcangeltree that will allow you to purchase gifts online for
the children. If you purchase a gift, it will be sent to the missions committee, and they will sort the gifts for wrapping.
You can also search for our event registry at www.walmart.com by searching for CABC. Wrap and/or deliver gifts
(dates will be announced). Please make sure to place your orders by Dec. 5th.
If you have questions, feel free to leave a message with the church office, & someone from the Missions Committee
will respond. Thank you in advance for helping to make a difference in the life of a child!

Global Missions
This year’s Global Missions Emphasis for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship is “Extend Hope and Hospitality.”
Each week during Advent, we will pray for and learn about the ministry of a CBF missionary. 100% of what you
donate to our Christmas offering for Global Missions, which can be given throughout December, will support CBF
field personnel in the U.S. and around the world.

Children
Children’s families are invited to our “Colors of Christmas” Driving Scavenger Hunt on Saturday, Dec. 12,
5-6:30 pm. Come to the church parking lot to get your scavenger hunt list, drive around with your family to
find the items on the list, and when you are through, come back to CABC for hot chocolate to go and a special gift
for your family to enjoy!
Pastor Melissa will be posting Christmas stories on our YouTube channel for your family to enjoy together each
Tuesday of Advent and Christmas.

Youth


Our youth Christmas party this year will be on Friday, December 11, from 7-10 pm. Join us for “Among Us,
Christmas Edition.” We will play a live-action Christmas edition game of Among Us, and we will also have a “Sus
Gift Exchange” (our usually dirty Santa gifts). We will meet in the CABC fellowship hall. Wear your mask and your
favorite Christmas clothes, and bring a wrapped gift (don’t spend more than $5, please, and regifting is welcome).
 Sunday Evening Dinner & Discipleship, 6-8 pm
 November 29, at Colonial Presbyterian Church picnic shelter: Gratitude and Joy Bible study
 December 5 (place to be announced later): Christmas Mission project
 December 13, in CABC fellowship hall: Advent Prayer Stations
 December 20: Christmas Light Tour (meet in CABC parking lot)
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WEEK ONE - HOPE
Sunday, November 29, 10:30 am. Worship, in person and streaming
WEEK TWO - PEACE
Sunday, December 6, 10:30 am: Worship and communion, in person & streaming
Friday, December 11, 7:00 pm: Youth “Among Us” Christmas Party
Saturday, December 12, 5:00 pm: CAB Kids Family Colors of Christmas Scavenger Hunt
WEEK THREE - JOY
Sunday, December 13, 10:30 am: Worship, in person and streaming
WEEK FOUR - LOVE
Sunday, December 20, 10:30 am: Worship, in person and streaming
Monday, December 21 7:00 pm: Longest Night Worship Service, on facebook & YouTube
CHRISTMAS
Thursday, December 24, 6:00 pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Sunday, December 27, 10:30 am: Worship, in person and streaming
Sunday, January 3, 9:30 am: Sunday School, followed by Worship & Communion at 10:30 am
You will be receiving an Advent devotion booklet in the mail to go along with our “Songs of the Savior” theme.
We hope it helps you prepare for the coming of Christ this Advent season!

