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After more than a year of missed gatherings, events, and relationships, it has been 
wonderful to have more freedom to safely be together this summer! During August, we want 
to celebrate the goodness of God together. Celebration may not seem like a very spiritual 
practice, but I believe it is! 
 

When we celebrate, we are paying attention to the ways God is at work in the world and 
taking delight in the circumstances, people, and events that remind us of God's abundant 
goodness, creativity, faithfulness, beauty, and love. Chris Schoon, director of Faith Formation 
Ministries, shares three questions that can help us with our spiritual practice of celebration. 
 

1) When, where, and with whom do I catch glimpses of God’s declaration that 
God’s creation is very good? In The Message translation, when God looks over all of 
creation in Genesis 1:31, “it was so good, so very good!” God's creation is still very good, 
and we should celebrate that! Seeing the colors of a butterfly, watching the patterns of the 
stars, laughing at an animal's antics, all of this can be an occasion for celebrating and 
delighting in God's love for all creation. 
 

2) When, where, and with whom do I encounter a foretaste of the new heaven 
and new earth God has promised and secured for us in Jesus Christ? Just as our 
world began as a “very good creation,” the end of the biblical story also shows us God’s 
abundant goodness. The beauty described in Revelation 21-22 is breathtaking; city 
entrances made of giant gems, streets of refined gold, a tree of life that produces an 
abundant new crop every month with leaves that bring healing to the nations – all of this 
description reminds us that God's plan is for redemption, for a time and place where 
everything and everyone flourishes. Celebrating helps us recognize and name present-day 
foretastes of the coming kingdom of God. We celebrate when poverty is undone, when 
diseases are defeated, when enemies put down their weapons, and when injustices of all 
kinds are overcome. We delight in places where the health of creation, human creativity, 
and communal well-being work together. Doing so deepens our hope and longing for the 
full flourishing of life that only God can imagine. 
 

3) When, where, and with whom do I extend and receive God’s providential care 
here and now? A good celebration can bring us joy, encourage and affirm everyone 
involved, and strengthen us for the work that still remains. When we “taste and see” God’s 
abundant goodness, creativity, faithfulness, beauty, love, and other characteristics showing 
up in us, in others, in creation, and in our communities and structures, we long for more of 
it. In this way, the faith practice of celebrating shapes our desires so that we want to 
participate in God’s world more fully and faithfully. Whether through scientific discovery, 
poetic and artistic truth-telling, justice-seeking advocacy and reforms, reconciliation with 
family, friends, and neighbors—or even by demonstrating patience, kindness, and care while 
driving, in the grocery store, and on social media—we seek to bring about more occasions 
for ever-greater numbers of people to celebrate. 
 

As you read this newsletter with reports from the summer, as well as ways that we will 
gather and celebrate God's gifts during August through graduate recognition, back to school 
Sunday, women's brunch, our quarterly congregational meeting, a church picnic, and more, 
make time to offer thanks to God and to find ways to celebrate God's goodness in your own 
life. Celebrations remind us to live abundant lives now, even as we anticipate the ultimate 
celebration when Jesus Christ returns to make all things new. On that day, the celebration 
will be more than we can even imagine! Until then, let's live in a way that the world wants to 
know more about the God whose love brings such jubilation! 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Melissa Scott 

 
 

1 https://www.crcna.org/FaithPracticesProject/celebration 
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● Those affected by COVID-19 
● Those who are homebound or in retirement and nursing homes: Betty Brown, Madaline Brown, Lois Burge, Jane 
Byrum, Mary Durrer, Freda Guill, Evelyn Hutcherson, Yvonne Metz, Nadine Minnix, Shirley Moore, Betty Obenchain, 
Bill & Liz Parker, Louise Parris, Evelyn Ragland, Katie Wood 
● Those with cancer including Carrie Caldwell (Gerri Mills’ friend), Barbara Kern, Richard Rader, Bob Padfield (Kati 
Agee Padfield’s father-in-law), Jack Cooper 
● Paula, daughter of Reatha Linkenhoker 
● Buck Conner 
● Doug Heptinstall 
● Marie Maddox 
● Sylvia Shortt 
● Margaret Jones’ daughter, recovering from back surgery 
● Mary Shirley, awaiting tests to determine cause of low blood count 
● Jean Grady 
● Diane Smith, the aunt of Mark Smith and Nancy Vest, as she recovers from an aneurysm 
● Doug and Betty Heptistall’s son, experiencing atrial fibrillation 
 

 
 

 

Mission Week 2021 Thanks! 
  

Thank you to everyone that participated in our “In Our Backyard” Mission Week this past week!  From Cleaning up at 
Explorer Park, working at Manna Ministries, packing food boxes at the Rescue Mission & Feeding America, preparing 
blessings bags for RAM House, making cards & gifts for our shut-in, setting up lunches for a Mission Team that is in 
town working, working on projects at Keystone, working on projects at our church and the homes of our senior adults, 
to all the planning & preparation that went into this past week- you really worked hard making a difference in the lives 
of so many!  Thank you so much for your hard work!  You made such a difference in our community as you shared 
God’s love!  

Keystone Collections 
 

Thank you for your donations to Keystone Community Center during July.  In August, they are collecting the following 
items for their pantry: rice-small bags, milk (canned), and coffee- (whole Bean). Donations need to be placed in the 
foyer by the last Sunday of the month. 

 

 
 

 

 

Finances for 2021 

Total Budget Income for 2021:        $    66,768.44 
  
  

Jan. Budget:   $    12,087.16 

Feb. Budget:   $      8,603.34 

March Budget:   $    12,904.60 

April Budget:   $    10,707.21 

May Budget:   $    11,041.22 

June Budget:   $    11,424.91  

July Budget:   $    

August Budget:   $    

September Budget:  $    

October Budget:  $      

November Budget:  $    

December Budget:  $    

  

  

     

August Birthdays 

Prayer Concerns 

Church Picnic! 

Beverly Rakes    August   1 

Justin McLaughlin   August   3 

Peggy Wilson     August   5 

Angela Carraway   August   6 

Stephanie Felton    August   7 

Lois Burge    August 10 

Nadine Minnix    August 14 

Sandra Manetta   August 15 

Gerri Mills    August 16 

Mark Smith    August 18 

Felicia Knott    August 19 

A.G. Melson    August 20 

Jeff Knott    August 24 

Rebecca Erdmann   August 25 

Crystal Dillon    August 31 

 

  

  

Missions 

On Sunday, August 29, we will celebrate the many ways we have seen the fruit of the Spirit growing in our 
church family this summer. Following worship, we will have a church picnic (indoors), with food, games, photos, 
and fellowship.  Meat & drinks will be provided.  We ask that you sign up to bring a side dish or dessert.  We hope 
you will join us for the fun time of food & fellowship! Feel free to bring a friend! 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

Bible Study 

Youth Ministry 

 

 

Graduate Recognition & Back to 
School Sunday Aug. 8th 

Fellowship-Woman’s Brunch 

On Sunday, August 8, during morning worship, we 

will offer back to school blessings with a special gift 

for our students of all ages, teachers, staff, and 

faculty. We will also have graduate recognition and 

commissioning that day, with a reception honoring 

our graduates following worship.   

 

  

  

All 6th-12th grade students are invited to join us on 

August 15 from 5-7 pm for Aquapocalypse. Wear 

clothes that can get wet and messy, and bring a towel! 

We'll play slip and slide kickball, water balloon 

volleyball, and lots more! Dinner will be provided! 

Come and bring your friends!  

 

Join us on Wednesdays this summer for our midweek Bible study, a joint study of the Psalms with Colonial 
Presbyterian Church. We will meet in the CPC picnic pavilion at 7:00 pm, and the Bible study will also be live-
streamed to our facebook page. We hope you can join us for a summer of “Taste and See: Psalms and Sweets!” 
There will be activities for children at this same time.  
•  

 
 

 
  

Passport Kids Camp & Passport Youth Camp 2021 

 

On Sunday, August 8, during morning worship, we will offer back to school blessings with a special gift for our 
students of all ages, teachers, staff, and faculty. We will also have graduate recognition and commissioning that 
day, with a reception honoring our graduates following worship.   
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Our Church Staff: 
  

Rev. Melissa Scott 

Pastor 
  

Karen Viele 
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Bill Lininger 
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                                             Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 Sun., Aug. 1    4:00 pm Church Council Meeting 
 Sun., Aug. 8   10:30 am   Graduate Recognition & Back to School Sunday 
   6:00 pm Youth Graduate Banquet 
         Sat.,  Aug. 14 10:00 am Women's Brunch 
         Sun., Aug. 15 11:30 am Quarterly Congregational Meeting 
         Sun., Aug. 29 11:30 am Church Picnic (indoors) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


