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This month, we will celebrate Thanksgiving, a day when we are reminded to give thanks for the gifts 
God has given us. Long before we began setting aside this day of giving thanks in America, Meister 
Eckhart, a 14th century German priest, wrote: ñIf the only prayer you said was óthank you,ô that would 
be enough.ò This isn't to say that our conversations with God should only ever be words of gratitude. 
Instead, it is a reminder of the profound impact gratitude has on us. When we begin to count our 
blessings, when we approach each day with thankfulness, it changes us; it makes us more fully the 
people God created us to be. 
 
Science has shown that people who practice gratitude have fewer physical symptoms of illness, 
more optimism, and decreased anxiety and depression, among other health benefits. What you may 
not know is that cultivating gratitude may also encourage us to feel more generous. Studies have 
shown that gratitude and giving share a neural pathway; when weôre grateful, our brains become 
more charitable. When we practice being grateful, we begin to perceive the world in terms of     
abundance rather than scarcity, whether this has to do with material resources, our time, or the love 
we have to share. Gratitude is like breathing in ï letting ourselves be touched by the goodness in 
others and in our world, goodness that is a gift from God. Generosity is like breathing out ï sensing 
our mutual belonging and offering our care.  
 
This month, let's all commit to practicing gratitude. As you go through your day, take time to truly  
appreciate God's good gifts to you. You might do this by keeping a gratitude journal, by pausing 
each hour to think about the gifts you have experienced in the last 60 minutes, or by being            
intentional in saying ñthank youò to others, when they are the vessels for God's grace. We think you 
will find that this will also lead to a more generous spirit. When you are aware of the patience God 
has shown you, you may be more patient with others. Acknowledging that all that you have is a gift 
from God may lead to holding all of it more loosely and sharing it more generously, since it was   
never yours to keep. 
 
May all our lives be full of thanks and giving in response to the good and perfect gifts given to us by 
God (James 1:17). 
 
Your Pastors, 
Rev. Melissa Scott and Dr. Steven W. Pollard 
 
 

From Our Pastors  
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Steps in Our Church's Formation 
 
On Sunday, October 20, our church took significant steps forward in our formation. We approved 
transitional rules of governance that will help guide us until our constitution is written and approved 
by the congregation. We also blessed the leadership team that has been working, as this had been 
done by Colonial Avenue and Calvary individually, but Radiance Community Church had not officially 
chosen the team. That implementation team consists of Nancy Burgess, Steven Harris, Paul Howell, 
Neal Kinsey, Evelyn Lewis, John Pruitt, Ginny Smith, Joyce Short, Cara Sutherland, and Joyce 
Waugh. We are grateful for the work they have done and will continue to do! As we move forward 
with our formational work (writing the constitution, setting policies, establishing a budget, etc.), we will 
need many more people to give input and help share the load. If you hear of an area that is of        
interest to you or in which your gifts may be of help to the church, please let us know!  
 
In a third item of business, we voted to incorporate as Radiance Community Church, with our pastors 
serving as the initial directors. Incorporation offers a level of protection to the church and its members 
and expedites getting a tax ID number, which we need for financial purposes. Two ñinitial directorsò 
are needed for the paperwork, and we voted for our pastors to serve in this position. This does not 
give them decision making or financial authority; it simply means that the church has authorized them 
to represent the church for purposes of incorporation. 
 
Finally, at this meeting, we voted on three financial matters. We removed the designation from    
money from the sale of the Manassas and Colonial Avenue properties; this will allow us to pay off a 
line of credit (around $9,500) and also make joining our finances easier.  Also, there are capital                
improvements that need to be made to our building immediately. We have received at least two bids 
for each project. The funds for these projects are available from the sale of the Campbell Avenue 
building. The estimate for replacing the roof (other than the sanctuary, which was recently replaced) 
is $70,000. We expect there may be additional costs for repairs not covered in the bid. The estimate 
for audio-visual improvements in the sanctuary, which includes re-installation of the sound system, 
installation of two LED screens in the front of the sanctuary (which will allow us to remove the screen 
in front of the baptistry), and improved video equipment for streaming is $30,000. The church voted 
to approve both these expenses, so we expect work to start very soon! 
 
Missional Business Solutions is hard at work on the next steps, which include the Constitution and 
Bylaws and additional policies and procedures, making formal announcements of our new church, 
and establishing financial accounts. 
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Radiance Kids 
Parents, we love having your children in worship 
with us. Worship bags with a family worship 
guide are provided in the foyer, and there are 
books on the faith lending library bookshelf that 
you are welcome to choose from as well. After 
the Word for All Ages, our children will go to    
childrenôs church (if they wish). 
 

Radiance Youth 
November is penny race month! Youth, bring 
your change and put it in the jars in the youth 
room. Proceeds will help by gifts for our Angel 
Tree families this Christmas. The losers of the 
penny race will cook dinner for the winners in 
January, so be generous! 
 

November 1-3, Fall Retreat: We're headed to 
Ward Haven Retreat Center in Catawba. Weôll 
spend time in nature and have plenty of time for 
play, rest, Bible study, and worship. The cost is 
$25/person (with a maximum of $50/family). 
Weôll leave at 5 p.m. on Friday and be back at 
church in time for Sunday School on Sunday. 
 

Dinner & Discipleship: Sunday, Nov. 10, 5-7 
p.m. We'll be making ornaments as thank you 
gifts for those who donate toward Angel Tree 
gifts. 
 

Dinner & Discipleship: Sunday, Nov. 17, 5-7 
p.m. We're finishing our fall study of ñInside Out 
Jesusò with a study of gratitude. We won't have 
dinner and discipleship on Sunday, Nov 24, as 
we will be helping to decorate for Advent after 
worship that day. 

Pastor Appreciation: Join us following  
worship on Sunday, Nov. 3rd, we will have a 
ñDips & Spreadsò celebration in honor of Rev. 
Melissa Scott,  Dr. Steve Pollard, and our  
Minister-in Residence, Rev. Steven Harris. If you 
are able to attend and are able to- please bring a 
dip or spread along with some coordinating 
chips, crackers, or bread to share. We would  
also love to flood our pastors with cards of  
appreciation! If you would like to give a love  
offering to our pastors, please include it with your 
cards to them.   

Featured Dates 
 
Friday, Nov. 1st 
Youth Fall Retreat             5:00 PM 
 
Sunday, Nov. 3rd             
Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Pastor Appreciation Reception        11:30 PM 
Youth Dinner & Discipleship              5:00 PM 
(6th-12th Grade)  
 
Wednesday, Nov. 6th            
Spiritual Formation Class          12:00 PM 
 
Thursday, Nov. 7th 
Young Adults Bible Study          12:00 PM 
 
Sunday, Nov. 10th 
Youth Dinner & Discipleship              5:00 PM 
(6th-12th Grade)  
 
Monday, Nov. 11th                    
Evelyn Townsend Circle          12:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 13th            
Spiritual Formation Class          12:00 PM 
 
Sunday, Nov. 17th             
Deaconôs Meeting             2:00 PM 
Youth Dinner & Discipleship             5:00 PM 
(6th-12th Grade) 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 20th           
Spiritual Formation Class          12:00 PM 
 
Sunday, Nov. 24th 
Potluck, Advent Decorating             11:45 PM 
 
Thursday, Nov. 28th 
Happy Thanksgiving 
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Weekend Food Bags for Keystone  
Community Center: During the school year, 
we provide weekend food bags for 14 children at 
Keystone Community Center (a couple of options 
for breakfast, some snacks, fruit, and proteins for 
lunches and dinners, juice and milk boxes). We 
package the food in grocery bags and deliver 
them to Keystone by Wednesday each week. 
The cost for the food is usually around $100. 
Sign up in the foyer to provide food bags for a 
week - even better, do it with a group of friends! 
 

Book and Magazine Collection: The Evelyn 
Townsend Circle is collecting books (both  
paperback and hardback) and magazines for the 
Roanoke City Jail library and for TAP. Please 
place your donations in the appropriate box in the 
foyer. 
 

The Evelyn Townsend Mission Circle will 
meet at noon on Monday, Nov. 14, at the home 
of Ellen Scott. All women of the church are  
invited to be a part of this group that focuses on  
missions and offers wonderful times of fellowship 
and encouragement. 
 

Angel Tree Ministries: We are taking part in     
Angel Tree Ministries again this year, purchasing 
gifts for children with an incarcerated parent. This 
year the Youth will be shopping on Dec.1st, with 
us wrapping gifts on Dec. 8th. If you would like to 
help wrap and/or deliver the gifts to families, 
please let Pastor Melissa or Glenda Pollard. If 
you would like to help with the cost of the gifts, 
place a donation in the Angel Tree basket (made 
out to Colonial Ave Baptist Church) in the foyer. 
As Advent approaches, we will set up a tree with 
ornaments, made by our youth, for you to take 
one. When you see it, remember to pray for the 
families we are assisting. 
 

Holiday Food Boxes: During November, we 
will be collecting food for Keystone Community 
Centerôs holiday food boxes which go to senior 
adults and families with children in Southeast 
Roanoke. You can find a list of needed items on 
the table in the foyer. Food that is donated by 
Nov. 10 will go in Thanksgiving boxes, and food 
received after that will be given in Christmas  
boxes. 

Hurricane Disaster Relief: We will join other 
churches at Melrose Baptist Church on Nov. 3 at 
3:00 p.m. to pack the buckets, and they will be 
delivered that week to Virginia.  

 
Opportunities for Bible Study 

 

¶ ñNew Membersò Class for Everyone: All of 
us forming Radiance Community Church are 
new members together! Join us during the 
Sunday morning Bible study time (9:30-10:15) 
for a ñNew Membersò class. Our pastors will 
be leading us through a study of who our 
church is - what it means to be Cooperative 
Baptists, our church mission statement, and 
spiritual gifts. All adults and youth are meeting 
together during this time. 

 

¶ Midweek Spiritual Formation Series: 
Wednesdays 12:00 -1:00 Spiritual Formation 
Series (formally Brown Bag Bible Study) will 
focus on three series in Oct. through Dec.  
Second will be from Stevenôs Characterôs 
Psychological Series exploring Joseph. The 
final series will be sermons to a struggling 
congregation. In November we will explore   
Josephôs life.   
ß Oct. 30 - Genesis 37 - Dreams and 
Schemes 

ß Nov. 6 - Genesis 39 - Joseph becomes 
Potipharôs house master     

ß Nov. 13 - Genesis 40 - Joseph from   
prisoner to leader 

ß Nov. 20 - Genesis 42-43 - Famine to 
Got You 

 

¶ Young Adult Dinner & Bible Study: Young 
adults (20s-30s) are invited to join us Nov. 7 
at 6 p.m. for dinner & Bible study, hosted by 
Pastor Melissa and Ric. 
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Dear Radiance Family, 
 

Debbie and I would like to thank everyone for the warm and loving reception on Sunday.  It was so 
thoughtful and delightful, and we want to thank everyone who attended and prepared the reception 
and brought a dessert.   
 

Radiance is such a loving and caring church and we are so thankful to be a part of it.  This is not a 
good-bye, but so long, we will meet again soon.  Please feel free to contact us if you are in the   
Myrtle Beach area on vacation or passing through: 
 

John and Debbie Urquhart 
4012 On Deck Circle 
Little River, SC 29566 
 

All Our Love and Blessings, 
John and Debbie 
 

Giving 
 

Thank you for your faithful support of the ministry of our church. If you wish to give an offering, 
you may do so by placing it in the designated plate in the foyer, via mail, electronically through 
your bank or our websites at: https://cabc.churchtrac.com/give or https://bit.ly/givecalvary. You 
may also donate by scanning our QR codes: 
 
    Colonial Avenue Baptist            Calvary Baptist  
 
   
 
 
 

NOTE:  Please continue to write checks to the individual church names until our new church account is 
in place. 

Prayer Concerns 
 

¶ Those who are homebound or in retirement/nursing homes: Jim Bryant, Jane Byrum, Virginia 
Draper, Mary Durrer, Sue Epperly, Buddy Hawkins, Evelyn Hutcherson, Nadine Minnix, Shirley 
Moore, Betty Obenchain, Louise Parris, Betty Payne, Becky Peyton, Jack Pilcher, Evelyn 
Ragland, Alice Scogin, Anna Mae Smith, Joe St. Clair. 

¶ Those with cancer including: Linda Dwyer, Doug Hicks (Kathy Kinseyôs brother), Angela John-
son (Joyce Shortôs niece), Barbara Kern, Penny Long (Bob Crawfordôs sister), Meredith Martin 
(friend of the Kinseys), Wayne Simmons (cousin of Vilas Secrist & Linda Dwyer), Lolly Quigley 
(friend of Amy Grant, Dabney Ward, & Louise Conner), Posey Weddle (Michael Krawchisonôs 
uncle), Betsy White (Joyce Waughôs niece), Carolyn Young, Jim Lininger, (Billôs brother) Susan 
Chambers Lasher (friend of Mary Ellen Gearhart)  

¶ Our congregation, our pastors, our community, and those around the world 
¶ Those impacted by Hurricane Helene and Milton 
¶ Donna & Roger Smithôs grandson Jacob, with severe burns and upcoming surgeries 
¶ Nancy Burgessô son, Steve, recovering from thumb surgery 
¶ Kathy Kinseyôs brother Chris recovering from back surgery 
¶ Joanne Duis (neighbor of Linda Dwyer) 
¶ Becky Beard, recovering from MOHS surgery 
¶ Dea Adams (Betty Hallôs friend). recovering from an accident while working on a Habitat house 
 
 

https://bit.ly/givecalvary
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 November 3 
 
¶ Greeters: Neal Kinsey, Penny Horsely 

¶ Scripture Reader: Kathy Kinsey 

¶ Offertory Prayer: Joyce Short  

¶ Children's Worship Leader: Donna Kester 

¶ Offering: Bob Crawford, Janice Deyerle,      
Ric Scott, Brennon Viele 

¶ Communion: Mary Harris, Glenda Pollard,    
Ray Templin, Susan Snyder, Paul Howell 

 

November 10 
 
¶ Greeters: Lisa Baker, Nancy Vest 
¶ Scripture Reader: Vicki Wray 
¶ Offertory Prayer: Joyce Waugh 
¶ Children's Worship Leader: Mary Harris 
¶ Offering: Michael Krawchison, Mark Smith,                                                                                                                                                                                         
Nancy Vest, Vicki Wray 

November 17 
 
¶ Greeters: Gordon Williams, Mary Shirley 
¶ Scripture Reader: Judy Conner 
¶ Offertory Prayer: Bobbie Hawkins  
¶ Children's Worship Leader: Glenda Pollard 
¶ Offering: Jenna Dillon, Kathy Kinsey,  
       Mary Shirley, Joyce Short 
 

 
 
 

November 24 
 
¶ Greeters: Bobbie Hawkins, Vicki Wray 
¶ Scripture Reader: Mia Viele 
¶ Offertory Prayer: Nancy Burgess  
¶ Children's Worship Leader: Nancy Vest 
¶ Offering: Bob Crawford, Mark Smith, Ric 
Scott, Brennon Viele                                                                    

Worship Leadership Schedule 

Faith Lending Library:  
We have seasonal resources for the ñHarvest 
Timeò of Ordinary Season on the bookcase in the 
foyer. Youôre welcome to borrow books and      
return them when you are done. 

All Saints Service of Remembrance: On  
Sunday, Nov. 3, during worship, we will have 
an All Saints' Service of Remembrance, giving 
thanks for the lives of church members who 
have entered heaven in the past year. 

¶ We would love to have your help with        
preparing the sanctuary for the Advent     
season. Following worship on Sunday, Nov. 
24, we will have a potluck soup lunch (sign 
up list will be in the foyer), followed by a time 
of  decorating the sanctuary and foyer as we 
prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ. 

¶ If you (by yourself or with your family) would 
like to be a reader/candle lighter for the      
Advent candles this year, please let Pastor 
Steve or Pastor Melissa know. 

¶ If you would like to order a poinsettia in 
memory or in honor of someone, the form is 
on page 7 of this newsletter.  

¶ This year, our Advent theme is ñMore Than 
Words.ò Sometimes, the familiarity of the   
Advent season and the words ñhope, peace, 
joy, loveò can cause us to lose sight of the 
deep meaning of the season. We need your 
help as we focus our hearts on the coming of 
Christ. If you would be willing to write a brief 
devotional thought to be included in our     
Advent devotion book, please let our staff 
know. We have a list of topics and verses to 
guide each dayôs devotion. Devotions will 
need to be turned in no later than Nov. 10, so 
sign up now! 

 

Preparing for Advent 



 

Poinsettia Order Form   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning in December the sanctuary will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias given to the church in 

Honor or in Memory of friends and loved ones. Each poinsettia costs $10.00. The names will be published 

in the worship bulletin on December 15th. Poinsettias will need to be picked up following the Christmas 

Eve Service.  

  

This year we are once again using a 3rd option: You may make a donation in the amount of your choosing 

and have the information printed in the bulletin without the need to order a poinsettia. The donation will be 

for Cooperative Baptist Missions (CBF) - Global Missions.  

 

To purchase poinsettias, orders and payment need to be in the church office by Monday, December 1st.  

Please place your order form and check (note ñPoinsettiaò on check, payable to Colonial Ave Baptist) in 

the offering plate or you can mail your order and payment to Colonial Avenue Baptist Church, 4165       

Colonial Ave, Roanoke, VA  24018. 

 

Please print the name of the person (s) being recognized and the giverôs name. 
 

Your Name:                 Phone:      

 

Enclosed is my check for $_______   ($10.00 each).   

Designate poinsettias as noted below. 
 

Donor name (s) listed in bulletin as:            

In Memory of:     

   ________________________________      _____________________________ 

   ________________________________      _____________________________ 

   ________________________________      _____________________________ 

 

In Honor of:      

   ________________________________      _____________________________ 

   ________________________________      _____________________________ 

   ________________________________      _____________________________ 

Please choose one of the following options: 

  I will pick up my poinsettia at the Christmas Eve Service. 

  Donation of a poinsettia to be delivered to a shut-in. 
                                

       

7 
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     Our Church Staff: 
  

Rev. Melissa Scott 
Pastor 

  
Dr. Steven Pollard 

Pastor 
  

Rev. Steven Harris 
Minister in Residence 

  
Debbie Foutz 

 Church Administrator 
  

Karen Viele 
 Church Administrator 

  
Bill Lininger 
Music Director 

 
 
 
 Joyce Waugh    Nov. 1 
 Tim Vest      Nov. 3 
 Betty Obenchain    Nov. 6 
 Debbie Agee    Nov. 8 
 Becky Beard, Yvonne Metz  Nov. 9 
 Paul V. Howell, Paul (Pat) Wilson  Nov. 12 
 Margaret Jones    Nov. 15 
 Catie McCown    Nov. 21 


